
KDP PAPERBACK GUIDE (BY JOELBOOKS) 

1. PUBLISH YOUR FIRST PAPERBACK BOOK 

1.1. Paperback Book Setup 

⃝ (Note) The process is very similar to the Kindle book’s publishing, the main differences will be: 

o Cover design 

o PDF manuscript  

⃝ On the main page of KDP click on “Paperback” 

 

⃝ Select the book’s language 

 

⃝ (Note) Available languages are limited for both Kindle and Paperback formats (see the following 

table) 

 

⃝ Book Title is the main title of the book 

http://joelbooks.com/services


⃝ Subtitle is a little bit trickier. Currently the mainstream naming is to add a descriptive “A Children’s 

book”, “A Juvenile Fiction” as a subtitle 

 

 

⃝ (Tip) The title and subtitle of the book are essential part of the Amazon SEO. Which means 

Amazon primary checks your title for keywords. This is a good and bad thing, since usually book 

titles are creative, and less descriptive. What we can do here is to reach a win-win situation is the 

following:  

o Use Book Title as normal, imagine the perfect title for the book 

o Use Subtitle for SEO like “A Children’s Picture Book with Moral”, “An Enchanting Kids 

Unicorn Book” or “An Educative Science Book for Kids” (Try to put the target audience and 

the primary category of the book in the Subtitle) 

 



⃝ Here comes the option to add your book to an existing Series or Create a new one (If you didn’t 

create one you can also go back to 2.1 just don’t forget to Save the current process at the bottom with 

“Save as Draft”, I prefer this option) 

 

⃝ You can add edition number if you republish your book (“2”). There is no need to add anything into 

this field if this is a new book 

⃝ The next field is the author name, the author name is primary your penname (in case of fiction) or 

your full name (in case if non-fiction), this will appear under your book’s title and the public will see 

this name in every case they hold your book 

 

⃝ You can add co-authors, illustrators, editors and other people who are contributing value to your 

book 

 

⃝ Books description. This is something that is very powerful tool in the listing, since you can use a lot 

of tools here. Bolded, italic text or even numbered or bulleted lists. Amazon description is primary a 

HTML text, but it handles only several tags. What to do? 

 



⃝ Try some online tools: WordHtml; AMZDataStudio editor. Write your text as “What You See Is 

What You Get” (WYSIWYG) than copy-paste the HTML code into the above field in KDP 

⃝ (Tip) If anything goes wrong, do not worry, you can later edit this part even after you published the 

book, as a matter of fact I strongly recommend, to check the listing and come back to here once the 

book is live on Amazon. You simply make changes than “Re-Publish” the book (changes will take 

effect in 24 hours) 

 

 

 

https://wordhtml.com/
https://amzdatastudio.com/amazon-description-html-converter/


 

 

⃝ If you are the author, then select the first option 

 

⃝ Keywords: This is a rather important field. You need to use all of the 7 fields. 7 keywords are not too 

much at all. First, you need to figure out the main category of your children’s book 

o Fiction:  

 Is it a children’s, middle grade or YA book,  

 Illustrated story, picture or chapter book (without illustrations) 

 Is it about magical creatures, animals, real life story, family story, fantasy 



 Does the story contain morals or is it connected to a value (like diversity)? 

o Non-fiction: Science, children’s self-help, self-esteem etc.  

⃝ Keywords research  

o There are several tools that are very good help in keyword research: 

 Publisher Rocket (keyword research tool designed for Amazon books exclusively) 

 Keywords Everywhere (Google keyword tool, but really good to give keyword ideas, 

people using very similar terms both in case of Google and Amazon) 

o Collect the keywords you found and use the most diverse 7 in this form. The keywords 

should consists of two-three words 

 

⃝ Category selection defines your competition. You can select two categories here 

⃝ In case of paperback, you will find different categories than in case of Kindle ebook 

⃝ (Tip) You can add to further (max. 10) categories, once the book has been published, by contacting 

Amazon support directly 

o Use the following link 

o Amazon Book Page > Update Amazon categories 

o Visit similar book’s page on Amazon, click on the category that matches for your book 

o Copy the “full category tree” (see the process below) – an example Paperback category is 

“Books > Science Fiction & Fantasy > Science Fiction > Adventure” 

o Paste these “full category tree” strings along with your book’s link (ISBN or ASIN) – looks 

like this “152476133X” or “B0192CTXXX” – into the contact form and send it to the 

support. They will need 1-4 days to process your request 

 

https://joelbooks.com/publisherrocket
https://keywordseverywhere.com/
https://author.amazon.com/en_US/contact


 

 

⃝ Adult Content: In case of paperback, we need to state whether the book is intended or not for adult 

audiences. In case of children’s or YA books this will be always No. 

⃝ If we finished with the first page just click “Save and Continue” and we will be dropped to the next 

tab 

 

⃝ ISBN: Amazon is able to provide a free ISBN to your paperback book, it’s biggest hijack, that you 

can’t use it to publish your book with another publisher or publishing platform. In other words it 

couldn’t be used outside of Amazon. It seems to be a high restrictions, but in case of paperback 

books if you are focusing on English marketplace most likely you will sell 90% of paperback books on 

Amazon anyway. If you are planning wider distribution you can get a paid ISBN that could be used 

also for KDP paperback 

https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/G201834170
https://www.myidentifiers.com/identify-protect-your-book/isbn/buy-isbn


 

⃝ Publication Date: Unlike in case of Kindle books you can’t set future dates here, which basically 

means, you can’t put your paperback book into pre-sale on Amazon. Usually there is no significance 

of this option, in most cases we leave it empty (so the publication date will be the first appearance of 

your book on Amazon) 

 

⃝ Print Options: This is a very important section in case of paperback books, here you set the size, 

paper quality, color of your book and cover finish 

o Interior & Paper type: Select your preference 

 (Note) Color interior printing cost is high, check always your book print cost before 

or use Amazon’s calculator for this purpose (this option is intended for children’s 

picture books) 

o Trim Size 

 Standard children’s book trim sizes: 7” x 10,” 5” x 8,” 11” x 8.5,” or 8.5” x 8.5” 

 (Tip) Always select “Most Standard Trim Sizes” for your book, you will want to use 

“Expanded Distribution” which means your book will be available in more spaces 

https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/G201834340
https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/G200735480#royalty_calculator
https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/GQTT4W3T5AYK7L45


 

o Bleed Settings: If you want to print a book with a Bleed image (usually this is the case in 

children’s books), you need to select “Bleed”. In other ways any image will have space 

between the corners of the image and the page 

o Cover finish: Select your preference 

 (Note) Glossy cover is more suitable for fiction titles, but trends are showing that they 

are less popular in 2021 

https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/G201834180#bleed


 

 

⃝ Manuscript: This is the place where you can upload your print ready book manuscript 

o Use KDP’s own word templates (in case of chapter books, in a picture books they are 

worthless) 

o Check Trim sizes to match with the above selected one, before any book formatting 

o There are a huge number of word editors out on the market, there is no single 

recommendation on our side, you can either use Microsoft Word (chapter books), Adobe 

InDesign (picture books) to prepare your book 

o (Tip) Always export the final manuscript into PDF and upload the PDF to KDP (other 

formats will have always problems when Amazon will process the file into a final print ready 

document 

o If you aren’t into formatting and want to outsource this task. Prepare a word document with 

the illustrations and final text (the pages should be matching exactly as it should be in the 

book) and send all the high-quality image source files to an editor.  

https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/G201834230


 Zahidulsajib (Fiverr) - picture books  

 Malikahsan396 (Fiverr) – picture books 

 Inamulhaq2 (Fiverr) – chapter books 

 Qamarsaleem (Fiverr) – chapter books 

 

⃝ Cover: Maybe one of the most important part of your book. Never, I mean literally never use “Cover 

Creator” for your book. 

⃝ (Note) Cover creation process is more complex than in case of a Kindle cover, you will need to know 

the following information in order to create a paperback cover: 

o Exact trim size 

o Page numbers 

o Page thickness (usually it is white paper) 

o If you know all the above information you can generate a cover template, this will help the 

designer/illustrator to produce an upload ready cover PDF as delivery  

⃝ (Note) You will need an ISBN barcode for your book (you can get one ISBN free from Amazon see 

above), that should be sent to your designer. Use online barcode generator to create your ISBN 

barcode image 

⃝ Some recommended designers, if your illustrator couldn’t handle the cover (please note the cover 

style should match with the book’s content) 

o Rebecacovers (Fiverr) 

o Nskvsky (Fiverr) 

o Design9creative (Fiverr) 

o 99designs (Website) 

⃝ (Note) Always ask for source files, in order make future changes if necessary 

https://fwd.cx/3WXWz8w37bHe
https://fwd.cx/FgCn2CIk4IE9
https://track.fiverr.com/visit/?bta=57776&brand=fiverrhybrid&landingPage=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fiverr.com%2Finamulhaq2%2Fformat-design-and-edit-book-for-amazon-kdp-paperback
https://track.fiverr.com/visit/?bta=57776&brand=fiverrhybrid&landingPage=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fiverr.com%2Fqamarsaleem%2Fprofessionally-format-and-convert-book-to-kindle-ebook
https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/cover-templates
https://bookow.com/resources.php#isbn-barcode-generator
https://track.fiverr.com/visit/?bta=57776&brand=fiverrhybrid&landingPage=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fiverr.com%2Frebecacovers
https://track.fiverr.com/visit/?bta=57776&brand=fiverrhybrid&landingPage=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fiverr.com%2Fnskvsky%2Fdo-book-cover-design-book-cover
https://track.fiverr.com/visit/?bta=57776&brand=fiverrhybrid&landingPage=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fiverr.com%2Fdesign9creative
https://99designs.com/


 

 

⃝ Once you uploaded both the cover and the manuscript file, you check it online with “Print 

Previewer” 

o Check the formatting of the book page by page 

o Print Previewer attempts to solve issues in the book 

⃝ Once the Previewer doesn’t show any problem and you like what you see, you can Accept and 

continue 

 

⃝ Territories: You can select where you would like to distribute your book on Amazon. This includes a 

lot of Amazon websites like Amazon.de, Amazon.co.jp etc. You can restrict the territories, if you 

want to.  



 

⃝ Pricing: In case of paperback books you have printing costs, that is calculate by the platform. At this 

point you will define the list price of your book that will be shown to the visitors 

o The most important factors that should define your book’s price 

 Length of your book  

 Popularity of the author (if this is the first book of the author, keep the prices low) 

 Review count and editorial reviews (this counts in later stages, when your children’s 

book already received feedbacks on Amazon) 

o As general I recommend the price cost plus $2-3 at the beginning for a children’s picture 

book 

o (Note) You can define paperback prices by marketplaces e.g., you can set different price for 

Amazon.co.uk (UK market) 

o (Tip) Enroll your book to Expanded Distribution, this is a great option to spread your book 

to wider audiences like other booksellers or libraries 

 

⃝ Publishing: Usually the publishing process takes 24-72 hours, but if you change any attribute (like 

price) and re-publish your book it will take only several (7-24) hours and the changes will take place 

⃝ (Tip) Once you publish the book order an author copy instantly. Hence Amazon tries to show the 

end result to you during the setup process, in print it will be always different. After your book will be 

in hands, you will have the chance to make minor changes on the manuscript or cover before any 

marketing activity. We usually call this as soft launch.  
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